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1. On 10 January 1949, lueng Pibul sent Major Narong Salirathavibhaye to
¥illis H. Bird‘s office to ask for assistance in buying approximately
#1,000,000 worth of arms for the Sismese Army. # The Amy wants car-
bines, sub-machine guns, machine guns, rifles, JPeps, weapons oarriers,
and tanks.

2. Bird stated that he woulc be unable to buy the arms directly and
would have to geat someone to m@ite the purchase. He has written to
the Worlda Commerce Compary {3tettinius group) to see if they ocean
procure the arms, e

. 3o Bird asked Majpor Narong why the Siamese government resorted to
amagiling. Be was told that the Siamese had tried the direct method
of asking for arms but had baen refused.

- On 11 Jamuery, Bird wae callad 2o see Major Gemeral Phao Sriyanon
in refersnce to weapons for the Police Force. Phac wants tear gas
bombs and police riot disbursinz equipment. Bird showed Pheo a
substantial order from the Siamese Navy for similar types of equipment.
Phao immedimtely signed an order for all Police departments to submit
their needs, and marked it "urgent.® Phao requested Bird to take the
order to one of his (Phao’s) assistants for immediate execution.

5. ‘The Iake Erie Chemicel Company:of Cleveland, Ohio, is Willis H. Bixwdn
supplier,

. During Bird?s negotiastions with the Siaese Nsv,y, he was a eked not to
supply the other services with weapons. Howaver, Navy officials have
epparently changed their attitude since they are now urging him to sell
to both the Army and the Police Force.

7. Bird is presently (19 January) engaged in writing a letter for General
Phin Chunhawan. The letter is addressed to Bird and requests him to
secure sutficlent arms to comnletely outfit one infantry division.

The cost is estimated at U3 $25000,000 to US $6,000,000. Qenerel Phin‘s
original plan was to equip two divisions., but he sbandoned this idea
because the cost proved too high.
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